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October
Sunday 23 October

Working Bee - Postponed due to weather

Wednesday 26 October

EDEC Cricket

November
Tuesday 01 November

Melbourne Cup Day—Public Holiday

Friday 04 November

EDEC Grade 5 Soccer

Thursday 10 November

School Council Meeting

Friday 11 November

2023 Prep Transition 9:30am-12:30pm

Thursday 17 November

Prep/1 Trout Farm Excursion

Friday 18 November

2023 Prep Transition 9:30am-12:30pm
International Men’s Day Breakfast 8:30am--9:30am

Saturday 19 November

International Men's Day

Thursday 24 November

2Dream Music Concert 2:30pm

Friday 25 November

2023 Prep Transition 9:30am-12:30pm

TERM 4—HATS
Please ensure when the children return for
term 4 that they bring along their wide Brim
hats, hats will be required to be worn when
outside.

PRINCIPAL’s REPORT
This week began with the disappointment of a cancelled camp for Years 3 and 4 due to
the flooding and potential for flooding. Unfortunately this decision was taken out of our
hands, and it always important to exercise caution. We were fortunate to book at the

same venue for later this term, which was celebrated by the teachers and students upon
hearing the good news. We have embraced the sun and the warmth, and I have loved
seeing children outside playing, creating and working together. Grade 3/4 have been

exploring the sharing of finite resources through cubby construction. The distribution of

the branches, rope, shade-cloth crates, pallets and soon to arrive tyres, can sometimes
be tricky, so the children have set up a ‘cubby committee’ who work with Emilya to

establish some boundaries and rules each week. They will also work with children who
are having a difficult time resolving some sharing of resources.
The Grade 3 and 4 students have also met with Flynn, Dave and Nicole to look at our

overgrown ‘frogbog’. We have identified what we need in there, and begun weeding.
We will soon replant with native plants from the Yellingbo Native Nursery and conduct
some audits on frog activity.
Thankyou to the Grade 2 students, who’s work with lifecycles has led to them

questioning the white growth taking over a couple of pine trees. Further investigation

has led to ID of a fungus called Adlgids. We are waiting to hear back from some
Arborists about treatment of this fungus to protect our trees.
This week you will also read some student-led action from Grade 5. This group are

investigating ‘appreciation of the aesthetics’. They have planned small projects around
the school to beautify some significant spaces, and set up some fundraisers to be able

to purchase resources for the beautification projects. We love seeing family involvement
in learning and we know that the contributions families make deepen the knowledge
and understanding for our students.

Child Safe policy review:
The new child safe standards arrived in June this year, and we have been re-writing our
child safe policies to comply with the new standards. Rather than attach them to the
newsletter, we have added the new policies in draft form to the website. We would
appreciate any feedback from families about these policies. The policies will be
discussed at the next School Council meeting.

Mountain District closure:
Our closest school, Mountain District Christian School met with families earlier this

week to announce that they would not be in a position to continue school operation in
2023. Many families attending MDCC have begun investigating options for 2023. I have
met with the Principal of Mountain District, who has welcomed any opportunity for

local schools like ours to support families with enrolment options. We have set up an

Information Session for new families for next Saturday and delivered some flyers and
brochures about our school to Jason and his team. Having worked in very (very) small
schools for a number of years, the threat of closure is incredibly stressful for children,

staff and families. Providing families with some options is one way we may be able to
support the local community.
Playgroup:
A huge thankyou to Catherine Barkely who has taken over running of playgroup on
Thursday mornings. We love seeing children playing and enjoying our beautiful school.
Thankyou for the work you do Catherine.
Rescheduled camp 3/4:
Many families would know that we were required to cancel our Grade 3-4 camp at the

beginning of the week, with very short notice. We have been fortunate to reschedule
the event for the second last week of term- Monday 12th December to Wednesday
14th December.
Curriculum Day:
School Council approved a curriculum day for the final day of Term 4, Tuesday 20 th

December. We will run OSHC and the option for onsite supervision for families who
require care for the day. Please let us know if you require this for your family. We will
put out reminders leading up to the final week.

Christmas Party:
Thankyou to all our families who responded to the Christmas Party survey. We have
had a tremendous response, and the most popular vote was for Wednesday 7th

December from 5pm-6.30pm. With weekend sport often beginning on Friday, and
other parties being planned, we have set aside this date for our Christmas Concert.
More information to follow.

International Men’s Day:

Saturday 19th November is International Men’s Day. On Friday 18th November

breakfast to celebrate International Men’s Day from 8:30am until 9:30am. Please
pencil this date in your diary and more details will follow
Year 6 Graduation meeting:
We will be holding a meeting next Thursday (27th October) at 3.30pm, here at
school for family members and helpers interested in volunteering support with

planning, organizing and running of the Grade 6 Graduation. The session will take
place in the Grade 6 classroom from 3.30pm.

Regional Athletics:
A huge congratulations to Bodie and Ethan who represented our school this week at
Regional Aths. Both students achieved personal bests and in assembly today, the
boys marked out their respective throws and jumps so children could understand
how impressive their efforts were. Thankyou also to our families for transporting
students to the event.
Working Bee:
Unfortunately due to wet weather predicted at the end of this week and over the

weekend, we made the decision to postpone the working bee for this weekend
(Sunday 23rd October).

We will advise when the new date will be scheduled.

A list of jobs will be available in the office. If any families would like to nominate to
complete these, please let Kylie or Andy know.
Andrea 35 years:
Last week Andrea attended an afternoon tea to recognise her wonderful

contribution to DET over the past 35 years. This is a incredible achievement, and
Andrea has contributed to many happy young lives throughout her time here at
Macclesfield, as well as in other DET schools. Well done Andrea!

Andrew

GRADE 5s are hosting a MOVIE NIGHT!!!
The Grade 5 students have been working enthusiastically to plan some exciting changes
to some spaces around our school. Their aim being to make more engaging and aesthetically pleasing spaces for students, families and community member to come to.
Snacks will be available.

The movie will be shown on an outdoor inflatable screen! So make sure you bring your
own seats and blankets etc, so you are comfortable.
What are we raising money for?

We are raising money to upgrade places in our school that are not aesthetically pleasing
and making them more vibrant and popular.

This is part of our UOI on How we Express Ourselves – Central Idea: The appreciation of
aesthetics is informed by our experiences.

A newly released, family friendly movie will be selected and announced closer to the
date.

Ticket link: https://events.humanitix.com/maccy-movie-night
By Keagan

3/4 Camp

Despite the disappointing news we all received on Sunday afternoon that camp was

cancelled, we made the most of the beautiful weather and enjoyed some camp-style

activities at school on Monday. Below are some photos and descriptions of how the day
went.

Morning session:

STEM challenge - build the tallest tower you can using 2m of masking tape and a packet of
spaghetti. This tower must support a marshmallow for ten seconds!

Minute to win it - card flipping. How many times can you flip a card off a table and catch it
in a minute?

Sport games - Octopus and Pineapple
Middle session:

During this session students went to P.E. and Library like they usually do on a Monday, but
they went this time in their activity groups that the teachers had planned for camp rather

than their classes. It was lovely to see students enjoying a range of different activities in the
quiet space together, and wonderful to see many students choose reading as their activity
when others were on offer. Our library really is a beautiful space that our students love to
visit.

In P.E. they learnt how to play two-square, practising hand-eye coordination and social skills
with Emilya!

Afternoon session:

In the afternoon, Emilya launched the 'cubby committee' and started to work through how
they will help students during play times share cubby-building resources equitably. As a

cohort we had a try of taking resources and building in small groups, along with introducing
the idea of trade which hasn't been present in cubby building before.

We were incredibly excited to share with the group at recess that camp has been
rescheduled, and despite it being now eight weeks away, the excitement levels are back on
the rise. We're very grateful to Andrew for getting this organised so quickly.

Emilya and Rachel would like to say a big thank you to our students for their efforts and

resilience on Monday and would also like to extend this to the 3/4 parents in the way they
supported their children with this difficult change.
Rachel, Emilya and Karla

School Achievement Awards
Reading Nights
150 Nights

175 Nights

225 Nights

250 Nights

Amiria

Harrison J

Sam C

Lachlan G

Huon

Bethany

Kira

Harrison G

Cooper G

Austin
Elize

Mischa - Knowledgeable

OSHC NEWS
OSHC Mobile: 0407354970 3.30pm- 8pm – 6am-9am
School Office: 59684734 9am-4pm
Email: Selina.rose@education.vic.gov.au
Over the past 2 weeks the children have been busy researching and learning about
different animals and the different habitats they belong to and why. The older children
have also been making sensory habitats using coloured rice and plastic animals for the

younger children to explore. Over the last 2 weeks we have had a number of children
interested in playing with our Beyblades. During this time we have observed this as a
positive experience with them including others, showing patience when taking in turns,
sharing, trading and some amazing designs being built. Our veggie garden has also had
a makeover so we are looking forward to some new seedlings growing very soon. OSHC
is a great place to come and meet new friends and be involved in some great activities.
With this lovely weather, there has been lots of outdoor play as well.
Please remember that if you have a booking for Tuesday or Thursday after school and
your child will be away, please text me as soon as possible as l have a number of
students on our waiting list.
A big thankyou to the Peterson family for their kind donation of toys and books.
We are currently looking for a casual educator to fill a position in our OSHC program.
This position is to cover some of the afternoon sessions which run from 3:00pm-6:30pm.
Please contact Selina or Andrew if you would like to know more.

Term 4 – Just a reminder to all parents that your child will need to have a wide
brimmed hat to wear outside during term 4.
Thanks from the OSHC team

IB News
Dear Parents,
One of aims of all
Baccalaureate Schools
(Primary Years
Programme) is to be ‘Internationally Minded’. As part of this goal, we would be
interested in finding out the heritage of our families within the school cohort. We are
appreciative that diversity in country of origin adds to the rich ‘tapestry’ of our
students’ experience, skills and knowledge.
You may have seen the international flags and world times displayed in the Gallery
space, which represent the various backgrounds of families that we already know of. If
you or the children’s Grandparents are 1st generation Australians and you would like to
let us know, we will be able to display your nation’s flag also, if we don’t already have

it.
Please contact the school with this information if you would like to share it with us.
With kind regards,
Louise McInnes.
(On behalf of the PYP Organising Committee at Macclesfield P.S.)
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