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OCTOBER
Thursday 13 October

School Council Meeting

Monday 17 October

Grade 3/4 Camp Depart

Wednesday 19 October

Grade 3/4 Camp return
Book Club—Cash and forms to office

Thursday 20 October

Regional Athletes—Knox
Prep 1 Excursion—Australian Trout Farm

Friday 21 October

Book Club Online Sales Close

Sunday 23 October

Working Bee

Tuesday 25 October

EDEC Cricket

November
Tuesday 01 November

Melbourne Cup Day—Public Holiday

Friday 04 November

EDEC Grade 5 Soccer

Thursday 10 November

School Council Meeting

Friday 11 November

2023 Prep Transition 9:30am-12:30pm
TERM 4—HATS
Please ensure when the children return for
term 4 that they bring along their wide Brim
hats, hats will be required to be worn when
outside.

PRINCIPAL REPORT
We have had a fantastic first week of Term 4. The quiet calmness around our school has
been noticeable during class time, whilst it has been wonderful to see children playing
together and enjoying the opportunities for games and activities at recess and lunch. Our
final day of last term and the first day of this term have been full days of professional
learning (PL) for our teachers. The focus has been on building consistency of practice with
supporting an important but often unutilised element of reading instruction- fluency. We
have added some information to the newsletter to inform families more about what it
means to read with fluency and why building fluency is important. When children are
reading with fluency (accuracy, prosody and at a ‘conversational’ rate), they are
comprehending the text at a sentence level. When we read fluently, we also free up more
of our working memory to think about what we are reading. Dysfluent readers enlist a huge
amount of this working memory to decode words, making it difficult to understand what
they are reading.
During the first two years of school, we expect to see children reading word by word, as the
focus in Prep, Grade 1 (and Grade 2 to an extent), is on building knowledge of our alphabet
and the grapheme/phoneme correspondence (the sounds the letters make). We practice
blending and segmenting words which will eventually build some of the skills we need to
read fluently. If you would like to know more about what we are doing in our classes,
please speak with one of your teachers, or come and see me- I am always happy to talk
about learning!
We have also been reflecting on the work we need to continue to do to maintain high
expectations for excellent behaviour at our school. It is important that our staff can
articulate the ‘norms’ that we think underpin excellent behaviour at school so we can
support families to raise resilient, friendly, kind and polite citizens. We have identified
several important norms we will be driving this term, including: ‘we are kind and polite’,
‘we are ready to learn’, ‘ we are organised and prepared’….. One improvement that children
and families will notice is the beginning of the day routine. Currently, children walk in to
class when the music starts playing at 8.57am, with the aim to be in class by the bell at
9.00am. From Monday, we will be trialling a new routine where all classrooms will be open
from 8.45am. A bell will go at 8.45am to let children who are at school know that they can
go to class and begin to get ready for the day. This will reduce the rush to get in that we
currently see and allow for a calmer, friendlier arrival and set up to the day. From 8.45am
children can talk with their teacher, play quiet games, read, draw, or participate in any
other tasks the teachers might set up. The usual music will play at 8.55am to allow all
children to get in to class, and the first session will begin at 9.00am.
We think this adjustment will allows us to begin our days more smoothly and calmer, and
also provide a point of contact for families in the morning.

The morning routine would look like this:
Time

Expectation

Before 8.45am

Students must wait in the office

8.45am

Bell goes and students who arrive from 8.45am head to class
to get ‘ready to learn.’

8.55am

Music goes to conclude classroom quiet activities

9.00am

First session begins.

We do not expect families to have to drop children off at 8.45am, and the first session
won’t begin until 9.00am as usual. However, we think this will allow for a more settled start
to the day, and allow us to use that early morning before school time more effectively.
Many children arrive between 8.45am and 8.55am, and we know these improvements will
provide a safe, warm space for them to prepare for the day ahead.
Andrew

School Achievement Awards
Reading Nights
25 Nights

100 Nights

125 Nights

Jacob D

Tex N

Emma

Harvey R

Scarlette M

75 nights

Gabby L

Mischa

Kian T

Rory
150 Nights

175 Nights

200 Nights

225 Nights

250 Nights

Matilda B

Ruby S

Oliver M

Eleanor T

Xavier C

Ethan P

Rosie F

Sam C

Lachlan G

Flynn

Nina L

Noah C

Kira

Joey

Elize H

Alistar

Harrison G

Cash

Meg

OHSC Students—Principled
Jayden S—Principled
Jayden D—Inquirer

275 Nights

Abbey G

Matilda B
Oliver
Owen
Mischa
Gabby
Harper

Kira
Eleanor
Tex
Grace R
Lachlan
Cruze B

Josephine
Jesse
Huon
Alistar
Hamish
Ben

Hannah
Harrison B
Archer
Scarlett H
Joey
Haydn

Ainslee
Scarlett M

VCAL Community Project

At the end of term 3 we had visit from some VCAL students from Mount
Lilydale Mercy College. The day was a great success with the students working together with our Grade 6 students. If you look around our school
grounds you will notice some new plants, garden beds and animal nesting
boxes.
The students celebrated with a sausage sizzle and Anzac biscuits for lunch,
made on site by the students

Thank you to Kristy Brown and the team from Mount Lilydale Mercy College

OSHC NEWS
OSHC Mobile: 0407354970 3.30pm- 8pm – 6am-9am
School Office: 59684734 9am-4pm
Email: Selina.rose@education.vic.gov.au

A very big welcome back to all our children and their families. This term we will be focusing
on Animals and their Habitats. Learning about habitats is important for children because it
is a great way to introduce them to the environment around them and make them aware
that certain animals need certain conditions to live. The children will learn about the
importance of shelter, water, food and space within a habitat. To scaffold this experience
the children will be encouraged to explore ecosystems and micro-habitats, colour biomes
and trioramas and make a 3-D diorama of their favorite habitat.
During the week we had a visit from a giant pregnant moth that we were lucky enough to
see lay eggs on our deck. We have taken some beautiful photos it to show the other
students.
Term 4 – Just a reminder to all parents that your child will need to have a wide brimmed
hat to wear outside during term 4.
At the next school council meeting the OSHC will be coming up for our annual discussion.
Our OSHC fees have stayed the same for the last 3 years, however with the rising cost of
food a slight increase may be warranted.
Thanks from the OSHC team

Grade 6
To begin Term 4, Grade 6 is looking into the transdisciplinary theme “How the World
Works”, with the Central Idea - Natural and human made creations impact our environment.
One of our Lines of Inquiry is An inquiry into the impact scientific discoveries have on
our environment
This week Grade 6 have been looking into the scientific advancements that have had
an impact on the environment – both positively and negatively. They have looked into coral bleaching, bats who need our help, eDNA helping a frog species and the
pros and cons of genetically modified salmon possibly being sold as food!
Students were asked the following questions:
-What is the purpose of the article?
-How does it relate to our Lines of Inquiry?
-What action has been taken to help this issue?
Below are some samples.

Genetically Modified Salmon Food or Frankenfish?
I think the author wrote this article because it could be really deadly or really worth
it, and I think that it’s worth hearing about.
I think that it relates to the LOI because technological advancements like making
eggs that grow faster is definitely a technological advancement and if you can eat
them and it taste the same that would be awesome.
But many people, including some scientists, say the company should not be allowed
to farm or sell the salmon until we know more about the possible effects it could
have on the environment and on human health.
Tom

Indonesia coral reefs:

A) The person what to spread awareness about the coral reefs because if they get extinct lots of fish will become extinct as well
B) Technology is bad to the coral reefs because there is bombing and global warming
C) There have been some people trying to fix the reefs because they know what
might happen if they all go extinct
Marley

Bats Need Out Help
A)I think the author wrote the article, “Bat’s need our help.” Because there’s a disease called “Whitenose syndrome” that affects bats while they hibernate in
the winter.
B)I believe it relates to the “LOI” because the scientific discovery of “White nose syndrome” could help the bats survive their hibernation, the bats also help us because they eat a lot of insects which keeps us away from buying more pest
control.
C) Many people have taken action. Eg: scientists.
Immy

Indonesian Coral Reefs
A} the author wrote this sad piece because the truth about this reef isn’t getting out
to the public enough so the author wants to raise awareness.
B} this relates to one of our lines of inquiry an inquiry into the function of new creations and how we manage the impact they have on our environment. Because they
are using bombs which hurts the coral.
C} The Indonesian government is helping by banning these but people still do it which
is bad cause it cause coral bleaching.
Bodie

Frog Bog
As part of the Grade 3 and 4 inquiry into the sharing of finite resource, Nicole,
Dave and Flynn have been helping us audit our overgrown frog bog to ensure
that this finite space can be accessed by native creatures. We have purchased
some plants from the Yellingbo Native Nursery and will be weeding and
planting to encourage new habitats here. Thankyou to Nicole, Dave, Flynn and
our Year 3 and 4 children for your work.

Bird Club
Macclesfield Primary School has joined with Birdlife Australia to complete the
Birds in School Program.
Every lunch time, Miss Cashmore will be running a bird club where students
will learn about birds, how they can care for them and what they could
improve in our school to help attract more birds.
Parents are welcome to help out and students of all ages are welcome to
attend.

Grade 6 Graduation
Date: WEDNEDAY 14TH DECEMBER
Location: Macclesfield Primary School
We are looking for a parent who may be able to get involved and help to
organise. Mel Jessop is happy to pass on details of our successful Year 6
graduation last year. We are hoping to have our 2021 Grade 6 students return
to help with catering and serving.

UOI support
We are always seeking support from families to enrich our units of inquiry. As a
school in a small community, we do benefit from family engagement to provide
access to different ways of thinking and unique perspectives that relate to our
learning, from family members.

Swimming
Swimming will be held at Monbulk aquatic centre from the 28th November
through to 9th December for our grade 3-6 students.

Working bee
SUNDAY 23rd November 10am. A list of jobs will be displayed on the
whiteboard in the office. If you are unable to attend on the day and still want
to help out—please let the office know.

Book Club News

Issue 6 raised $74.20

Cash Payments and forms to office by
Online Sales Close Friday 21st October

Canteen News
Friday lunchtime through term 4
Icy Poles $1 at the school canteen

