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JULY 

Monday 11 July Curriculum Day 

Tuesday 12 July First Day of Term 3 

Wednesday 13 July Parent Teacher Interviews 3:45pm-5:30pm  

Thursday 14 July Parent Teacher Interviews 3:45pm-5:30pm  

Monday 15 August  Concert Dress Rehearsal at School 9am—1pm 

Tuesday 16 August  All Day Concert Rehearsal at Burrinja  

Concert Performance Night 1—Drop off 6pm 7pm Start 

 

Wednesday 17 August Concert Performance Night 2—Drop off 6pm, 7pm Start 

MACCY NEWS   

Issue 12—24 

Up coming Dates : 

Grade 3/4 Camp  17-19th October  at ADANAC Yarra Junction.  
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PRINCIPAL REPORT 

 

This week I finally caught up with my 5/6 camp group for morning tea, and I was pleased 
to hear all the exciting opportunities our children have over the holidays. Skiing at 
Perisher, beach time in NSW and QLD, riding ‘The Red Rattler’, renovating the house or 
catching up with friends and family, it does seem like the next two weeks will be an 
opportunity for people to do some of the things we haven’t done in previous holidays. My 
family are looking forward to introducing Billy Rue to our extended family and friends and 
some small trips to Ballarat, Angelsea and Bendigo. Whatever you decide to do, we know 
you will enjoy spending time with your wonderful children.  

 

Curriculum Day:  

A reminder that the first day of term is a curriculum day. The first day back to school for 
students will be Tuesday 14th July.  

As part of new DET guidelines, schools are now encouraged to run an additional 
curriculum day in Term 3 to facilitate ‘professional practice’ learning for teachers. We will 
finalise the date for this through the usual School Council process and it will most likely be 
in the final week of the term.  

 

Thankyou- 

Thankyou to Corey and Richard for all the work they do around school- from putting out 
the bins, to removing red back spiders, Richard and Corey are quiet achievers, often doing 
the little jobs that have an impact, but  are hard to notice! Thankyou Corey and Richard.  

Thankyou also to the Hill family for the repairing our path between the Prep room and the 
Library, by adding sand and rolling it out so the path is smooth. This is constantly flooded, 
and we really appreciate the work you have done to improve our school. Thankyou.  

 

Social Media stance: 

As we head into the holidays, we would like to let our community know about our 
concerns with social media use by primary-school-aged children. In 2021 we confronted 
inappropriate social media use by our students during Covid, with a plan to inform and 
educate our children. What we discovered over the duration of this approach (8 weeks), is 
that social media tools are not designed for primary-school-aged children, and that the 
way they are designed often leads to inappropriate, misguided and anti-social use. We 
strongly discourage primary-school-aged children from using social media. We have 
attached our social media stance to the newsletter which goes into more detail about 
how these tools can be manipulated, and why we believe social media is a dangerous 
concept for primary school aged children.  

Andrew 



 



 

 

 

 Social Media use at home: 

In 2021, our children suffered significant disruption to both their academic learning and their social and emotional learning due 

to frequent lockdowns and remote learning. Out of necessity, many children and families used online social media tools as one 

way for providing access to continue friendships and social groups. Unfortunately, we have seen the negative impact many of 

these tools have, particularly for primary school students. Our responsibility as a school means we need to provide families and 

our children with responsible, appropriate advice they can use as part of their decision making process when thinking about 

social media use at home.  

This advice is based on several workshops we ran with experts such as ‘Project Rockit’, ‘bullystoppers’ and in colsutation with 

advice from DET and the Esafety commission.  We know there is a huge amount of information out there for families, and at 

times, some of the advice can be contradictory and unclear. We ran eight workshops with Grade 5/6 over Term 4 in 2021 to 

build knowledge and awareness of social media use before arriving at our position that social media use for primary school 

aged children is unhelpful and potential dangerous.  

What tools/apps are we seeing students use?  

Students at home are accessing a variety of online tools include: Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, TikTok, and Messenger 

(product of Facebook).  

Many of these tools are popular because communication is instantaneous, centred around ‘fun’, and they are intuitive to use.  

What challenges have we seen with the use of these tools? 

All of these tools require a minimum sign-in ‘age’ of 13 years. This is in response to law-makers in the USA who set the 

parameters around legality of use, not in response to the ‘age-appropriateness’ of these tools.  

The tools are all centred around algorithms that build ‘dependence’ and regular use of the apps that can lead to addiction. In 

many cases, additive properties are strategically developed in to the app to increase our hormonal responses through 

‘dopamine’ fixes.  

Several examples of these include:  

Instagram ‘releasing’ volumes of likes at different rates to impact on dopamine ‘hits’. This practice was stopped and likes only 

seen by the poster in response to the significant impact this was having on wellbeing and anxiety around ‘like’ competition.  

Snapchat boasts almost instantaneous responses through video and messaging that increases reliance, dependence and 

regular checking in on posts and ‘snaps’.  

Tiktok video responses challenges can be incredibly fast and easy to post, therefore increasing the amount of time people 

spend creating and responding to videos.  

Notification sounds, vibrations and ‘pings’ across devices increase anxiety and dependence for young people because they can 

become fixated on notifications- very difficult to ‘respond later’.  

These apps are designed to keep people ‘on’ the apps. Instantaneous responses are designed to enable users to send feedback 

quickly and easily. We see how this can be a fun function however whilst young people (under 13) are still developing self-

control, we see these intrusive features as incredibly dangerous for the precedence they set around app dependence.  

Video-based apps (TikTok and Snapchat) do not set age-related content filters. TikTok and Snapchat are open platforms where 

children access a huge variety of content, much of which is inappropriate for primary school aged children. Swearing, 

sexualised content, graphic violence, dangerous and illegal pranks, socially irresponsible acts and behaviour are all accessible 

and readily available for any user.  

 

Problems we see with these apps for primary school children extend well beyond the functionality of the apps and relate more 

to our development. These tools prey on developing brains by increasing not only dependence on the tools through these 

features, but also the way these tools can be manipulated. 

We see and know children in primary school struggle to grapple with not only the exposure to inappropriate content, but 

responses to the content that spiral further into inappropriate and dangerous content.  



 

Social exclusion- Many features in the apps reinforce social exclusion habits:- video challenges in TikTok are often risky and 

enter into increasingly inappropriate territory. These challenges often encourage users to respond with lists of content of likes/

dislikes/hates/someone who annoys me/ someone I find sexy/ my crush/ etc…. When posted, these videos leave a huge digital 

footprint of social inclusion/exclusion/popularity etc that is very difficult to manage and keep track of.  

We have seen many examples where children might engage in conversations with one  ‘private’ group, photograph the private 

conversations and share with other children who have been the subject of the conversation.  

 

Response times- The nature of these apps means that children can very quickly respond to content, without having the 

support and guidance they need to work through conflict appropriately. The nature of the online world is that children feel 

more empowered to respond inappropriately behind a screen than they would in person.  

Some of the tools also boast features that mean posts are viewed as temporary. For example, Snapchat photos and some 

conversations ‘disappear’ after a very short period of time. This false security means children post inappropriate, risky content 

without the understanding that other users might take a screenshot or use another device to record the content.  

 

Manipulation of content: 

We have seen examples where children have manipulated conversations with others so that conversations threads do not 

include all the relevant and important information. Some children have deleted comments so that comments they make that 

are antagonistic, nasty, offensive do not appear in screenshots as ‘evidence’ of discussion.  

After our eight week block of learning, it was clear that many of the challenges our young people face around identity and 

inclusion, are made even more difficult in an online world that is designed to keep people on devices by rewarding online time. 

Many apps feature similar features to poker machines to keep children on screens, creating not only a dangerous neurological 

connection, but take advantage of many skills and dispositions our primary school aged children have not yet developed.  

Many primary school aged children struggle to understand the implications of posting content online. We see problematic 

issues arise relating to: posting, sharing, liking, forwarding inappropriate content, recognising and engaging in content that is 

socially exclusive, sharing personal information, understanding the impact of content on others and accessing content not 

suitable for children of primary school age. Despite parent guidance and support, and targeted and structured learning at 

school, in the heat of the moment, with the pressure to feel included, and with the tools to do so almost instantaneously, 

children find it very difficult to make rational, considered and informed decisions. In fact, many of the tools are designed to 

limit such thinking.  

We do not encourage social media use for children of primary school age. Whilst we recognise the limited scope we have for 

influencing change and improvement, we do feel that we have a responsibility to present our perspective on why accessing 

and engaging in social media can often have a destructive consequence for those online. We feel the ramifications at school, 

trying to work through friendship and peer conflict that occurs outside of school, and we are limited in how we can respond to 

these events due to the nature of sharing personal and private information.  

 

We hope this information can support families to make an informed decision about the use of social media at home.  

 

More information on social media use can be found at: 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/kids 

https://kidshelpline.com.au/kids 

https://au.reachout.com/bullying/cyberbullying 

 



Abbey  Krystal  Jensen   Logan   Scarlett 

Alex   Ainslee  Lawson   Patrick   Finn 

75 nights 

Eric 

Scarlett 

Finn 

50 Nights 

Willow 

READING NIGHTS 



OSHC News 

OSHC Mobile: 0407354970 3.30pm- 8pm – 6am-9am  
School Office: 59684734 9am-4pm 
 Email: Selina.rose@education.vic.gov.au 
 

With school finishing early today OSHC will be running from 2.30pm. 

A quick reminder for all parents to make sure your OSHC account is paid in full as it is the 

end of the financial year. 

Bookings For After School Care 

Thursdays in after care are fully booked at the moment and we have 3 children on the 

waiting list. If your child is sick or you don’t need your booking on Thursdays, please cancel 

as soon as possible so your spot can be offered to someone else. Can all changes to your 

childs bookings for before and after school care be made via the OSHC mobile on 

0407354970 or calling the office if its on the day. 

Account Payments 
In OSHC your account payments can be paid via direct deposit, the school office or we 
have an Eftpos machine in our building. If all accounts can be paid each week that would 
be great. 
 
Thanks from the OSHC team  

 
 

PLAYGROUP AT MACCY 
Playgroup at Maccy started last week. Playgroup will run Thursdays 9:30-11am within the 
school term. It’s a great way for your child to interact with others and form bonds. While 
children are l earning through play. Parents can relax .  Held in the school Library on cold 
days and outside in the warmer weather.  All we ask is  for a gold coin donation. 

mailto:Selina.rose@education.vic.gov.au


Macclesfield Primary Jump Rope for Heart update: 

 

• 24 STUDENTS HAVE REGISTERED 

• MONEY RAISED : $997 

• Total skipping time: 7 hours 41 minutes  

• 8 Students have qualified for a prize 

• Free Dress Day raised $144.10 

House points so far: 



EDEC SCOCCER 

 

Wednesday 22nd June 
Monbulk Soccer field 
 

On Wednesday, Grade 5/6 students took to the Monbulk Soccer Pitch and performed 
wonderfully, especially considering many on both teams don’t play soccer competitively. 

The girls who only had 7 players, fought against the other teams who fielded 9 (plus 
subs), and won 2 out of their 3 sectional games – a simply amazing effort! 

Too many individual moments of brilliance to name, but the girls should be immensely 
proud. 

 

In boys/mixed section, the boys finished 3rd and took it to every school on the day. They 
only lost 0-1 against the two schools who went to divisionals (who scored heavily against 
the other schools), showing great sportsmanship and teamwork. Off the field, with 2 subs 
throughout the day, the boys were also very understanding and respectful when it was 
their time on the sidelines. 

 

Overall, a very proud day for Maccy – everyone gave it their best and performed very 
well, what more can we ask for! 

Well done! 



Grade 3 and 4—Communicating without words 

 

On Wednesday, 22nd June, the Grade 3/4s were incredibly lucky to 
have Libby come to speak to them about her experiences working in a 
special school. Libby showed our students all the different ways that 
students who are non-verbal are able to express their emotions, their 
wants and needs with others, and the tools they use to make this com-
munication easier and more efficient. Students each had a try of using 
an iPad to communicate and learnt how to say the alphabet, their 
name and some basic responses in AUSLAN. The students had some 
brilliant questions that demonstrated their deep thinking throughout 
the presentation, such as “how do deaf people learn what signs mean 
if they can’t be told by talking?” 

 

Thanks again to Libby for sharing her experiences with our 3/4 group.  



We have been extremely lucky to have this amazing resource anonymously donated to our 

school. 

 

This STEM wall will be a great asset to the learning program.  A wide variety of 

attachments and learning tools can be added to this wall and will be used to enrich our 

science, maths and technology program. 



 

Helmeted Honeyeater Ambassador Programme 

 

A very big congratulations to our new Helmeted Honeyeater 
Ambassadors: Joshkun, Layla, Charlie and Jaxon. 

They will be representing Macclesfield P.S. as ambassadors for 
the remainder of the year. 

 

As part of the Helmeted Honeyeater Ambassador Programme, our students will be learn-
ing about the biology of the Helmeted Honeyeater and the environment of Yellingbo Na-
ture Conservation Area.  

 

They will also be learning about:  

-How we monitor and look after the birds in the wild,  

-Spend some time in our indigenous nursery learning about 
seeds and seedlings,  

-Plants some plants in the reserve to create more habitat,  

-Visit Healesville Sanctuary and get a behind the scenes look 
at the Helmeted Honeyeater captive breeding program. 

 

On Monday, the students went on their first visit to the Yellingbo Reserve. They completed 
some bird watching using binoculars and planted over 200 plants! 

It was a great day all round and we look forward to all the fantastic activities these stu-
dents will complete as part of the Ambassador Programme. 







Enrolment Link https://forms.gle/6LrAssMc33J8QGXx6  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2F6LrAssMc33J8QGXx6&data=05%7C01%7Ckylie.aspinall%40education.vic.gov.au%7Caaa151f45ee5498a4bb408da534382f3%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637913846761175599%7CUnknown%7



