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APRIL
Friday 01 April

Easter donations due to the Office

Monday 04 April

Easter raffle tickets and money due

Tuesday 05 April

Maccy Art Expo 3-4pm
Prep - 2
Maccy Art Expo 3-4pm
Grade 3—6

Tuesday 06 April
Thursday 07 April

End of Term Picnic
4:30pm-6pm

Friday 08 April

Last day of school
2:30PM Finish

Monday 25 April

ANZAC DAY—Public Holiday
NO SCHOOL

Tuesday 26 April

Curriculum Day
NO SCHOOL
WEBEX Information session 5/6 Camp
First Day of Term 2
Grade 5/6 CYC City Camp - Departs School 9am

Wednesday 27 April
Friday 28 April

Grade 5/6 Return from CYC City Camp

Principal Report:
Our school is such a unique and interesting place to be. I love coming to school most days and I am
fortunate that I have the opportunity to work with such a wonderful group of children from Foundation to
Grade 6. Our teachers are open and supportive, prepared to building our professional capacity and willing
to try new things, and our families provide the support, trust and engagement we need to ensure school
is a safe place for learning. We have been driving this idea of building engagement with our Units of
Inquiry, being specific and targeted in the skills that support learning (Approaches to Learning) and
embrace making mistakes as part of the process of learning. This week I have shared some examples of
different ways I have seen the skills that underpin learning used creatively and the way recognising our
mistakes is supported and encouraged as part of the learning process.
In challenging times, I appreciate the honesty and willingness of teachers, children and families to
approach me with things that concern them so we can work together to solve the problems cooperatively and in a way that reflects the nature of the problems we face. Each decision we make as a
school reflects the individual student at the centre and how that decision may impact on them, and I hope
this is can be reflected in the observations our families make about our school.
Approaches to Learning:
Part of the PYP (Primary Years Program) curriculum is a concept called ‘Approaches to Learning (AtL). The
International Baccalaureate love an acronym, and the AtL’s provide us with the fundamental skills that
underpin the content we learn. Our children benefit when these skills are taught explicitly and children
have the opportunity to practice these skills in daily learning tasks.
In Grade 6, we unpacked the AtL- Self-management by asking children- what does it mean to self-manage
your learning? The initial responses included- I put my hand up for learning, I don’t get distracted, I get
my work done. We unpacked this further by provided clear examples of what self-management looks like
(see poster photo below) and then set the group the challenge of using these self-management skills to
work independently to manage 3 short curriculum areas over a 90 minute period. What we say during
that 90 minutes what that when the learning outcomes are clear and succinct, and the self-management
skills made explicit and purposeful, the ability of our children to work independently, to manage their
time, to recognise and put aside distractions and to focus on their own learning goals was incredible. It is
important these Approaches to Learning are made explicit as they drive the behaviours and attitudes to
learning that shift the culture within the classroom.
As we head toward the final week of term, step inside your child’s classroom and look for the way other
Approaches to Learning (social, research, communication, thinking, self-management) are being explicitly
unpacked and taught.
FAIL-

First Attempt in Learning- This week Year 5 students began unpacking current knowledge and application
of fractional thinking. They were asked to explain what ‘three-quarters’ looked like and to represent what
they knew about ¾ in as many different ways as possible (a decimal, an equivalent fraction, ¾ of an object
or a collection, written as a word etc). Throughout the task, there were varied explanations and
descriptions that demonstrated some misconceptions about fractional thinking. One student wrote 1/3 to
represent what he thought three- quarters meant. He explained it by saying’ The 1 means we have one
whole thing, and the 3 means we have 3 of them shaded in…’ pointing to his illustration of a block of
chocolate with the correct application of 3/4s shaded in. He could represent this visually but was
incorrect in how he might use numerals to write ¾’s. This provided us with a great opportunity to
understand the misconceptions students have about numerator and denominator, and to re-align our
teaching practice to match the understanding of individual students in the classroom. The next step for us

is to revisit the role of the denominator as the number of parts the whole is divided into, and the
numerator as the number of parts we are counting, using both written form of fractions as well as visual
illustrations to match the written form. Use of fractional counting parts will help correct the student
thinking, but it is also important to acknowledge that sharing your misconceptions is important as it helps
us target our instruction.
Grade 5 Free dressThe current Grade 5 Unit of Inquiry is exploring ‘Our individuality makes us who we are’. Archie wrote to
me to voice his frustration with school uniforms limiting his ability to express his individuality. We met to
discuss his concerns and agreed that on Tuesday and Wednesday of next week, our Year 5 students can
use free dress as an opportunity for expression of our individuality. This might mean that children wear
clothing that reflects who they are: a guitar emblazoned on a t-shirt or key chain because they love music,
a sporting club scarf or top because they love that club, wolf cub ears because they are in a band called
Spirit Wolf, loud socks because they have a big personality……. We hope our students use this opportunity
to see that the way we dress can sometimes reflect our individuality and who we are.
LibraryWe have been spending quite a bit of time working on the arrangement of our library space so that it
reflects a quiet, fun, student centred space. Noah is going to help make origami paper cranes as he has an
incredible skill for origami, Corey has set up a digital microscope to take photos of and observe miniature
worlds, and we have begun to remove non-fiction books that no longer provide us with updated, relevant
and accurate information about our world. Please come in and have a look to see the space in action
during the day.
5 from 5This week we have included what might be a helpful resource for families who would like to learn more
about how to support your children with reading at home.
This year our early years are including a different form of reader at school and home as part of the reading
material they explore. The books we have purchased are decodable and systematic in the way they
provide high levels of exposure to new letters and letter patterns (graphemes). The texts are also different
from other books at school so that children need to ‘decode’ each word in order to read it. The books do
not rely on sentence pattern, rhyme and predictable words to ‘read’ the text but target our ability to
‘decode’ the words individually. They are an excellent resource in a suite of tools and resources we use to
promote and facilitate emerging reader skills.
Next term we will schedule a workshop for families with some speech therapists to talk more about ways
families can support growth of ‘phonological and phonemic awareness’ at home.
Cross CountryWe will be running a cross country event for the whole school in Week 2 of Term 2. We would love
families to join us and cheer our children on. It will be a shorter event than the House Athletics, but an
opportunity for our children to be out in the community, enjoying a chance to participate in something a
little different. We would love to create a ‘heartbreak hill’ section of the track with cowbells and lots of
supporters to get our children up the hill and across the course. Stay tuned for more information.

Grade 5/6 CYC City Camp Wednesday 27th April—Friday 29th April
A Webex information session will run on Tuesday 26th April for any last minute information and
questions, The link and time will be forwarded to families closer to the date.
Play- dinosaurs, monster trucks,
We love seeing imaginative play take place at school. Dinosaurs, monster trucks, cafes with waiters who
tell jokes whilst you wait for your meal, clipboards, cubbies, card games, farms etc are all different ways
we see our children play together co-operatively and imaginatively around our school. We know this play
time is critical for building the communication skills we need to negotiate, advocate, debate, collaborate
and solve problems.
Veggie beds

Students have started to plant seedlings into our new garden beds.

Last day of school early finish 2:30PM
Family BBQ Thursday 7th April 4:30pm—6pm
Term 2 - First day Wednesday 27th April

END OF TERM BBQ
Thursday 7th April 4:30pm—6pm
Come and join us for our End of Term BBQ.

We will be running a BBQ or you can bring along a picnic dinner . This
will be a great opportunity to meet school families, join in some
games and activities.

The PROACTIVITY Fun and Fitness
team will be coming along from
4:30-5:30pm.

We are seeking volunteers to staff the BBQ Starting at 4pm. Please put
your name down on the roster in the office.

We are still after some donations of sliced onions and bottled water.

EASTER RAFFLE
Raffle tickets and money are due back to the office by 4th April.

The Easter Raffle will be drawn at our End of Term BBQ
Thursday 7th April

Tickets are still available for purchase at the office
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SPORT UPDATE
Last Wednesday, 40 Level 3-6 students represented Maccy at the EDEC
Sports Carnival.
It was a great day, everyone had fun and all the Maccy students put in
100% effort with their track and field events! Everyone should be
extremely proud of how they participated in the day.
Next round is Divisional Athletics that will be held later in Term 3. Stay
tuned for more information closer to the date!

Hi my name is Layla and I have a friend
named Alice. We are wondering if you
have some more yarn/wool that you
could donate. We want to make a knitting
club and the reason why the other
knitting club shut down was because we
ran out of yarn/wool.
A donation box for wool will be located at
the office

We have had a wonderful family offer to look after our
chickens in the holidays.
Would anyone have a portable chicken coop for lend over
school holidays so they can be cared for off site?
Please contact the office if you are able to help.

Issue 2 raised $61 to be used towards our literacy program

Dear parents,

Andrew Durrant was a great help at this school by fixing two
holes in the stage that was not safe anymore, the how we express ourselves were going to use the stage for those days or for
practicing but we couldn’t, fortunately Andrew Durrant helped
us by fixing .

On behalf of the how we express ourselves leaders I would to say
thank you

Thanks again
Sincerely, how we express ourselves leaders

OSHC News
This week in OSHC the children have been strengthening their muscles using our new
weighted ankle cuffs, resistance bar and our stretchy bands. All the children were interested
in participating and enjoyed learning a new skill. We will extend this experience by adding
some tumble mats. Some of the kids have spent their time creating animals using items
from our construction box. Henry made an amazing pink pig with stunning eyelashes and
Sadie made a beautiful bee. Thursday morning they had a lesson on how to use a sewing
machine then they got to make some heat packs to keep their hands warm on these cold
mornings. During the remainder of the term we will also be making lots of Easter craft to
take home. One of the highlights from this term would be watching how well all the children play and encourage each other even though they range in ages. The most played with
item this term is the tents and tunnels. The children have such a great time setting them up
and them organizing different scenarios that they want to follow. The experiences we provide in OSHC give all our kids a sense of belonging and promote positive social interaction.
Next Thursday is the fun night. Please let us know if you are not needing OSHC on this night.
Children who are booked in will need to stay in OSHC until their parent arrives.
Next Friday OSHC will be open from 2.30pm as it is the last day of term 1.
Bookings For After School Care

Thursdays in after care are fully booked at the moment, you are welcome to go on our
waiting list.
Account Payments
In OSHC your account payments can be paid via direct deposit, the school office or we have
an Eftpos machine in our building.
Thanks from the OSHC team
OSHC Mobile: 0407354970 3.30pm- 8pm – 6am-9am
School Office: 59684734 9am-4pm
Email: Selina.rose@education.vic.gov.au

Entry Box and forms located at the Office

Emerald Secondary College
School Tours
Tuesday 5th April, 2022 – 9.30 – 10.30am
Thursday 7th April, 2022 – 9.30 – 10.30am

Please contact the College if these times
don’t suit or your preferred time is
booked out on 5968 5388.

Book a tour to experience
Emerald Secondary College.
Bookings are essential using the QR Code or
via https://www.trybooking.com/BXUSU

0423 432 101

