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Friday 18 February

Book Club Issue 1 - Online orders due

Wednesday 22 February

EDEC Swimming

Thursday 24 February

Year 6 Leadership Assembly

Thursday 03 March

Getting to know you meetings
3:45pm - 6:00pm

Thursday 10 March

Getting to know you meetings
3:34pm - 6:00pm

Friday 11 March

House Sports Day
Cockatoo Athletics Field

Monday 14 March

Labour Day Public Holiday

Wednesday 23 March

EDEC Athletics

Friday 25 March

Regional Swimming

Thursday 07 April

End of Term Picnic

Principal Report:
Over the holidays we would head to our local Primary School where Luna could practice
riding her bike. It didn’t take long before she was out of training wheels and cautiously
but happily buzzing around. I thought Augie would be the first to ride without training
wheels because he spent so much time on his balance bike, and confidently zipped
around everywhere, but when we tried on a regular bike he made it about 2 metres
before realising he was riding, and tried to jump off. For now, he is happy on a bike
with training wheels and that’s ok! The first 3 weeks of school have been very much
like that for our children. Some children have settled straight back into school, ready to
take on new challenges whilst others are more reluctant and need different approaches
to build their confidence. We are aware that returning to school after 2 years of
disruption can be extremely difficult for some students and school is a good place for
children to be able to make mistakes and be supported by caring people around them.
It is not a surprise that children sometimes struggle with connecting with peers and
that social play is a area for further support. What we do need to do is ensure that
children have opportunities to play alongside one another and to resolve conflict and
disagreement in socially acceptable ways. Over the coming months, we do expect
children will make mistakes and may struggle from time to time to control emotions
and act in ways we know are not appropriate, however school is a place where this can
occur and where we are here to support our children to recognise those mistakes and
learn from them.
Small problem, big reaction:
We are tuned in to the social interactions we see around school, that most likely reflect
2 missed years of social development due the lockdowns, inconsistent return to schools,
and the mix of some online interaction during these lockdowns for some children. The
reality of our school is that the majority of children have all been impacted, and this
presents with some unique challenges for schools. School is the best place for children
to be relearning essential social skills such as: building social stamina (playing for
longer periods of time with others without conflict), negotiation and compromise (rules,
inclusion and fairness), recognising conflicting views and ideas and learning to
negotiate this respectfully, playing purposefully- playing a game that has clear set of
rules/agreements/understandings about how we play, and what we are trying to
achieve.

Once concept we are exploring with many children is the idea that a small problem
should be matched with a small reaction, and a big problem is usually matched with a
big reaction. At times, we see small problems resulting in disproportionate responses
from children which we can understand.
We can work with children and families to address social problems as they occur, and
we are keen to work together. When your child comes home and a problem has
occurred, please let us know, but please also consider that there will always be more
than one perspective we need to consider.

Challenging the way we play:
Over the past few weeks we have observed some play that reinforces stereotypical
views on gender roles, and we are gently, but supportively challenging students on
these roles. Two examples come to mind- 2 cubic metres of sand arrived to fill our
sandpit as part of Bodie and Ethan’s student action to prepare for House Sports. Some
(6) grade six students came outside to help rake and spread out the sand, all boys. We
discussed why this might be the case and then suggested we needed girls involved too.
Before long, we have 4 boys, 2 girls. A better start, but still more room for
improvement. We don’t want our school to be a place that reinforces some of the
myths around gender roles, and we want our community to know that when these
occur, we will respectfully challenge these and work with children to find a solution.
The second example was a group of Grade 4 and Grade 5 children where the boys
wrestled, chased and tried to show strength over one another whilst a small group of
girls laughed and watched on. What was clear was that this group of children wanted
to play together, but didn’t really know how, so that becomes our challenge- how do
we provide opportunities for children to reconnect, to play and to build their social
world regardless of who they are, and why should gender define that in primary school.
Social Media:
This term we are developing a policy around social media use. We strongly discourage
children under the age of 13 to engage in any social media because of the limited
development of the skills mentioned above around conflict resolution, but also due to
the separation of physical proximity and impulse control which contribute significantly
to the way children respond online. We do not encourage any children to use social
media. We do deal with a number of social problems that occur at school as a result of
inappropriate social media use outside of school hours and this is taking a toll on both
children’s self-esteem and friendships.
Student Leadership:
Our Year 6 leaders have taken on their new defined roles with gusto.
Dylan Harris, former student of M.P.S will be visiting us for a special Year 6 Leadership
presentation on Thursday 24th February to present our Year 6 leadership badges to our
leaders.
The presentation will take place from 9.00am in the BER. Families are welcome to join
us.

Homework:
We encourage all our families to be involved in your child’s learning. This year we will
be reviewing our homework policy so it is in line with current research and best
practice, particularly as we rebuild the foundational skills for learning that our children
need to revisit.
At home, you can be reading with your child each night (modelling reading and
listening to reading for 20 minutes for Prep-2; modelling reading, audiobooks, reading
aloud or independent reading for 30 minutes for Year 3-6).

It will also be helpful to play games and activities that support pro-social behaviours
(turn-taking, sharing, dealing with an unexpected or disappointing outcome e.g. losing
a game), and emotional resilience- maintaining self-control, dealing with frustration or
disappointment and celebrating achievements together. Card games and board games
are excellent resources for children and families to play together as they provide rich
opportunities for a wide variety of skills that help us navigate the social world.
If you have concerns about your child’s development, please make a time to see your
teacher so you can discuss these concerns and work together to support your child to
be successful.
Clubs/societies
We are setting up some clubs and societies so children can expand their play and
engagement at school. This is connected to our Year 5/6 Unit of Inquiry into the
decisions we make in society and how they impact on others. Grade 6 students looked
at data from the Attitude to School Survey and identified a sense of belonging and
connection was missing from our school. They have decided to take action, writing
proposals for activities such as:
*
Performing arts club,
*
Singing and dancing with Isabelle
*
Coding Club
*
Opening the library more often
*
Long jump/triple jump clinic at lunch time
*
More structure sports activities at recess and lunch
*
Gardening club

Events:
Next week we will begin adding all the school events onto the Compass Calendar so
families can view all the events and activities that are coming up.
We will be running our ‘getting to know you’ meetings in Week 5 and Week 6 (we are
at the end of Week 3 now) which is an opportunity for families to share helpful
information about their child with the classroom teachers.
School Fees:
Thankyou to our families for paying the school contributions. These have enabled us to
purchase some of the resources that we need for our learning, but some additional
payments have also meant that we can build our bank of activities to include things like
slacklines, sand for the sandpit and some wellbeing resources. Much appreciated!
COVID at school:
We have been fortunate to have avoided significant impact due to onsite positive
cases. Thankyou to our families and staff who are doing the right thing by keeping
children who are symptomatic home, testing regularly and supporting us to ensure we
can maintain some stability and structure in our learning.
From Monday next week, parents and visitors will not be required to QR check into
schools if entering buildings.

Comfy Couches:
Thank you so much to Casey Furniture for donating three beautiful pieces of furniture to
the school for our students to enjoy. There’s just something about curling up with a
good book in a comfy spot that can’t be beaten by anything!
Unit of Inquiry’s reported on Compass:
We will be reporting our Unit of Inquiries (UOI) on Compass at the beginning of the
inquiry and at the conclusion. All year levels have released the UOI’s as a ‘learning
task’. You can view these in your child’s profile by clicking on the ‘learning task’ tab to
find out more about what we will be investigating and how our families can contribute.
3D shapes:
Students in Grade 5 and 6 have been exploring the properties of 3D shapes. Some
interesting examples so far- last week Bodie and Ethan worked out what 1 ‘cubic’
metre represented (and how much sand we could fit inside a cubic metre), and this
week Leo and Corey cut up branches to begin building 3D shapes with sticks and string.
We will continue to find creative and interesting ways to explore 3D shapes.
Morphology:
This week some students in upper primary school began investigating morphology and
how knowledge of morphology can help us spell and write words. We learned that
morphology is the study or words and word parts and we began constructing affix
walls (suffixes and prefixes). Our next steps are to explore affixes that carry significant
meaning (when the prefix re- is added to a base, it means we repeat or do it again or
we go back (replay, redo, react, revisit, renounce…). We will also begin exploring how
the addition or affixes may change how we spell words).

Andrew

Joey C - Grade 2

Prep 1/L have been putting
numbers and objects in order.

Uniform Sell Off
Dear Families,
We have ceased our onsite uniform shop (access to second-hand
items still available) and moved to the convenience of online

‘EduThreads’ as our school uniform supplier. We do however have
several items leftover from our PSW stock......

Item
Short sleeve
Long sleeve
Rugby
Bomber
Polar Fleece
Windcheater
Hat
Smock
Bag

Cost
22.00
24.00
34.00
35.00
46.00
28.00

13.50
17.50
37.00
Double knee track
26.00
pant
Straight track pant
25.00
Cargo pant
33.00
Shorts
20.00
Summer Dress 39.00
Skort
18.50
Winter Pant 28.00

4
5
1
3
3
3
1

6
5

8
1

6x S
1x S
1
2
2

5x M
2x M

5x L

1

1

2
1
1
1

10
1

12
5
1
1

1
1
1

14
5

16
1

1

7x XL

2

1

1
2
3
1

3
1

2
2

3

If you would like to purchase any of these items, please contact
the office. Sales will be on a first in, best dressed bases until stock
is gone.

If you are seeking second-hand uniforms, please come to the
office in person.

Friends of
Macclesfield P.S.
We are a group of passionate parents and friends,
old and new to the school community that
circulate ideas & suggestions, and co-ordinate
social & fundraising events. Together we can learn
from each other to achieve great things for our
school and our children!
Please feel free to join our FACEBOOK PAGE named
‘Friends of Macclesfield Primary School’

On this page we share ideas and stay updated and informed
about what is going on and future events. It is a place to put
forward your ideas, skills and suggestions to give our kids lots
of opportunities throughout the school year. Please feel free to
get involved as much as you would like, the more the merrier!
We are not limited to any of these events. If you have an idea
that you would like to organise, that would be wonderful!
Some examples of upcoming events in 2022 are Lunch days,
Raffles, Discos, Barbeques and more!
If you would prefer, you can speak to Emma Neilson or Lisa
Collard at any time to find out more!
Hope to see you on the page soon!

OSHC Mobile: 0407354970 3.30pm- 8pm – 6am-9am
School Office: 59684734 9am-4pm
Email: Selina.rose@education.vic.gov.au

OSHC News
We are so happy to be back with all of our wonderful children. Every
day is so exciting and we are enjoying getting to know the new
students and being able to learn new things from each other.
Making slime has been a great hit and the children have also been
eager to continue adding to their time capsules. We have had lots of
indoor plants donated so we have set up an area for the children to
enjoy them. We will scaffold this experience by learning about the
anatomy of plants. Thank you to the Miller and Parsons families for
your kind donations.

Bookings for 2022
Please get in early if you are needing bookings for Tuesday ASC as we only have 1 spot left.

Thursday ASC is nearly booked out, as well as a few mornings.

Cancellations For After School Care
All cancellations need to be made by 2pm on the day of your booking to avoid paying for the
session. If your child is away sick, could you please let Andy or myself know to take them off the
list for that day. This helps with making sure our ratios are covered.

New Hours for ASC

From Term 1 2022 our OSHC program will be closing at 6.15pm. Late pick up fee will apply from
6.15pm. Please have an emergency contact already organized by 6pm if you know you will be
late.

Account Payments

In OSHC your account payments can be paid via direct deposit, the school office or we have an
Eftpos machine in our building.

Thanks from the OSHC team

