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October 

Thursday 14 October Prep Transition Update via Webex (please email the 
school if you would like attend and have not received 
an email invitation) 

Thursday 22 October Prep Transition Morning via Webex - to be confirmed 

November 

Tuesday 02 November Melboune Cup Day (no students at school) 

Thursday 05 November Prep Transition morning  - to be confirmed 
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Principal Report:  
 

Dear families,  
What a bumpy year we have had so far! If my first few hours on Monday are anything to go by, 
expecting the unexpected and being responsive and adaptable will be necessary skills for us here at 
Macclesfield Primary School. One week in and I do feel like Monday was months ago. Knowing what is to 
come, I am looking forward to seeing our students return on-site at the best time of year as the warmer 
weather also lifts our spirits and encourages outdoor activity.  
 
We are all seeking connectedness at a time where this is most difficult, but as restrictions lift, it is going 
to be important for children to meet in person, kicking a soccer ball at the park, going for a walk, or 
catching up at the playground. We know that a return to on-site learning is going to cause some anxiety 
and apprehension for many students. Our actions will be driven by the needs of our children. The way we 
support children to be inclusive, identify and manage emotions, build stamina with concentration and 
focus, resolve conflict and repair relationships is in our thoughts as we plan for a return to school.  
 
We are also receiving updates from DET who are providing new information on a daily basis. As 
information pertinent to families is released to us, we will try to be timely in how we share that 
information with you.  
 
New mask wearing mandate for primary schools               
We have recently learned that children in Grade 3-6 are now required to wear masks at school from the 
18th October. As is typical, we are yet to hear this confirmation from the Department, how it will be rolled 
out, exemptions, mandated and supported. We are frustrated at the lack of information we receive and 
the enormous impact this has on our families and staff who have to work through these challenges. As we 
learn more, we will let our families and our children know.  
 
On-site supervision 
Children can attend on-site if parents are permitted essential workers, or children are identified as 
vulnerable. As businesses begin to re-open and expand, we are also beginning to see an increase in the 
number of children requiring on-site supervision. Please remember to complete the on-site supervision 
form and email through worker permits for essential workers. Thankyou.  
 
Fence works!  
Tristan has done an incredible job with our new fence. Huge thanks to John Chiswell who was successful 
in an application for the fence at the end of 2020, and it has taken us time to get to this point. 
Unfortunately the construction shutdown has meant that completion of this project will still be some time 
away, but it is generally agreed that the new fence looks fantastic.  
 



Principal Report continued:  
 
Assembly 
A reminder that we will have assembly each Friday morning from 9.10am-9.30am. Each week we will try 
and build on what is working. We would love student participation and this week we asked children to 
think about a skill or a special talent they have discovered. Ideally a collage of short videos of children 
demonstrating that skill (solving a Rubik’s cube, a wheelie, skateboarding, juggling, buttering toast, 
front flip on a trampoline, piano etc) would be a nice way to celebrate some unexpected surprises and 
discoveries.  
 
School Library 
A reminder that we have a library full of books. If you would like a particular book, please call us or 
email us and we can arrange the book to be left at the office for collection.  
 
Transition to school 
Unfortunately we are waiting on advice from DET about what transition programs for Primary School 
and Secondary School will look like. As soon as we know more, we will inform the relevant year levels 
and families.  
 
Staffing 
The next few weeks pose some logistical challenges here at school as we try to provide supervision and 
learning on-site, with the same learning opportunities at home. Thankyou for your patience and your 
understanding.  
 
Typical Term 4 events and activities 
We are expecting that typical Term 4 events and activities (Graduation, assemblies, excursions, 
transition, learning expo, swimming, student conferences, grade 1-2 sleepover etc) will also be victims 
of COVID. As we return to face-to-face supervision we will learn more about what we can and cannot 
do.  
Unfortunately the Year 3/4 camp has already been cancelled for this term.  
 
Andrew 
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Axton K 
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Claire A 

Eric A 

Bianca A 

Bethany A 

Amiria J 

Tarran G-C 
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How the World Works 

Central idea: A structure’s design is influenced by its purpose and properties 
  
This week our 3/4 students clipped on their toolbelts, set up their workshop and fished through their recycling 
bins to gather materials for their Rube Goldberg machines. Late in term 3, our 3/4 students received a very 
important letter from Andrew. His request:  
I would love students to design different machines with parts that work together. Be creative, use your 
imagination, and find re-usable and recyclable materials for your machines- no new parts! 
  
The 3/4 students quickly rose to the challenge. Having had already researched the properties of many natural and 
processed materials and had some practice designing umbrellas, lunchboxes, arctic shelters and coin catchers (to 
encourage students to donate their spare coins), students got straight down to business drawing up their 
blueprints.  
  
This week, construction began as students tried to bring their design to life. Facing some challenges and setbacks, 
the 3/4 students have been focusing on being a risk-taker, maintaining a growth mindset and being open-minded 
when faced with the reality that their design may not translate into a fully-functioning machine on the first try.  
  
With still a week of construction time to go, students have done a wonderful job creating, fine-tuning, adjusting 
and changing their Rube Goldberg machines to ensure they’re functional. Check out the photos below to see the 
students’ designs so far! 



 OSHC News 

 
OSHC Mobile: 0407354970 3.30pm- 8pm – 6am-9am  
School Office: 59684734 9am-4pm 
 Email: Selina.rose@education.vic.gov.au 
 
Thanks from the OSHC team  
 
 
 

We were lucky enough to see these two visitors to our school at the end of 
Term 3!  Proof that Maccy really is a special place. 
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