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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW
IS IN THIS NEWSLETTER 

To guide us in our learning, we use the Macclesfield Primary School attributes:

Learner Profile:
Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers,
Communicators, Principled,
Open minded, Caring, Risk Takers, Balanced
and Reflective
Our school is working on our new strategic plan
‘Challenge 2023’
Dear Parents and Students,
I hope this newsletter finds everyone safe and well.
It is quite a while since I wrote about the importance of play and it seems timely as we
continue in the remote learning space to share some play ideas.
Play is central to your child’s learning and development. When your child plays, it gives
them lots of different ways and times to learn.
Play also helps your child:
 build confidence
 feel loved, happy and safe
 develop social skills, language and communication
 learn about caring for others and the environment
 Develop physical skills.
https://raisingchildren.net.au/

Get the creativity flowing
Giving our kids choice in how they play can enhance their feeling of control over an
unpredictable situation.
The advice from play specialist Cat Sewell was not to worry about coming up with endless
ideas, keep it as simple as possible, and let children (the experts) take the lead.
"Children are so geared for play. They're wired for play, and they're wired for imagination.
So, I think the first thing is for us not to stress," she said.
"Play lets off a lot of steam … The way [kids] are going to be processing the changes and
stress that they're picking up at the moment is through play. So it's absolutely crucial they're
able to do that at home or wherever they are."
Here are Ms Sewell's top tips and ideas for playtime:



Sit back, don't take over. For example, rather than inviting children to use old boxes to
make a rocket, give them an idea or prompt and let them come up with their own plan
Ask open-ended questions. This could include questions such as: 'I wonder what we
could do with this?', 'I wonder what this could be?', 'I like what you've done there. Can
you tell me about it?






Use open-ended materials to create with. Cardboard boxes, fabric and recycling can be
used in many different ways
Set up an obstacle course
Make a fort or build a cubby house
Remember that it's OK to let kids play on their own

Raising Learners podcast series
There are two helpful new resources to help you support your children during remote and
flexible learning.

Raising Learners podcast
The Department of Education and Training has funded a 10-episode podcast series through
the Raising Children Network called ‘Raising Learners’. It features parenting experts from
organisations including the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, Career Education
Association Victoria, as well as the Australian eSafety Commissioner, Julie Inman-Grant.
Raising Learners provides parents with practical advice, tips and ideas for supporting
children’s health, wellbeing and engagement at school and at home. Topics include how to
connect with your child’s school and community, how to best support your child’s learning,
what to expect for VCE and VCAL students and how to keep your child safe online.
These topics were drawn from common questions that parents raised with the Department’s
coronavirus (COVID-19) hotline and Parentline.
The first three episodes will be available on 1 September, and the rest throughout terms 3
and 4. Raising Learners can be accessed via podcast apps and Raising Children Network
website.

Managing the Coronacoaster webinar
Renowned child psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg is back by popular demand to repeat
his Coronacoaster webinar.
On 15 September, Dr Michael Carr-Gregg will again present Managing the Coronacoaster –
Tips for building resilient families in the coronavirus era. His first webinar in August booked
out in three days, with more than 12,000 registrations.
In this webinar, Dr Carr-Gregg provides tools and strategies for parents and carers to help
manage the lockdown period and remote learning. Topics include:






your supportive role
setting the emotional tone
focusing on what you can control
how to deal with disappointment
More resources and where to get help.

Webinar details
When: 7.30pm, Tuesday 15 September
Duration: 45-minute presentation, followed by a 15-minute question-and-answer session
Format: online via live stream
Cost: free
Register for the Managing the Coronacoaster webinar via Eventbrite

ON SITE Attendance:
I have been advised by the Education Department to review and reduce the number of
students and staff on-site due to Stage 4 restrictions.
Requests for onsite supervision must be made in writing using the approved Education
Department request for on-site attendance form. The form is available from the school
office.
This form has now been updated to further restrict access to onsite supervision.
Application forms must be received by the school by 4.00pm each Thursday and all families
who seek this service must provide a permitted worker permit. If work circumstances
change, it is expected children will be involved in remote learning.
Please contact me if you have any questions.

2021School Enrolment:
It has been impossible to offer our usual range of
school tours and open classroom but please pass on to
friends that enrolment is open.
I have phoned many parents to discuss enrolment at our
school and updated enrolment information is on the
school website or phone the school 5968 4734
Information for parents
During this challenging time and having spent some months in shutdown and now
managing the transition to school, work etc.– please know that we are here to support
you and your family.

EVERYONE, EVERYDAY
Take the time to check in with folk in our community – in your family – in our school and
continue to be the supportive Maccy community we care about so much.
Kind regards & have a great week!
John Chiswell
Principal
Macclesfield aims to create an inspiring teaching and learning community, where we
endeavour to nurture curiosity and bestow a life-long love of learning

DUE TO POWER
OUTAGES LAST
WEEK THE
COMEDY
NIGHT WILL BE
HELD
THIS FRIDAY,
4TH
SEPTEMBER
AT 8.30PM
MANY THANKS TO KYLIE FOR
BEING ABLE TO RESCHEDULE!

****************************************************

A very Happy Birthday to the following Students who
will be celebrating in the coming week:

AMITY-LEE
AND

This week in OSHC we have used self-portraits as a way of getting the
children to express various aspects of themselves. Following the same path
as the directed drawings and watercolours, the children have experimented
with drawing themselves then using beautiful watercolours to complete
their portraits. The children expressed their uniqueness while developing a
positive relationship with themselves. This also shows us a small glimpse of
what it is like to be in their world.

OSHC Direct Deposit number is: BSB: 063842
Account Number: 10036031
Please mention OSHC and surname when making online payments.
OSHC Program: 59684964
OSHC Mobile: 0407354970 3.30pm- 8pm – 6am-9am
School Office: 59684734 9am-4pm
Email: Selina.rose@education.vic.gov.au

Here’s a snap shot of how our Prep
students celebrated 100 Days of
being at school remotely…..

Here is a 100 word challenge from Lily-Rose. The prompt is highlighted 
The ants and the bees were at war over the land. The
bees protected their land with all their mighty strength.
The ants went marching one by one and the little one
stopped to say “I’M DONE!” The ants turned to face
Jeff (Jeff is the little ant) and all said WHAT?! Jeff said
“I don’t want to be an ant anymore, I want to be a bee!”
Jeff walked away, he didn’t look back, the ants went on
without Jeff.
Hours went past but at last the ants had won, they had claimed victory of the
land! They stood victorious, yet felt defeated, as they had lost Jeff to be a
bee.

*************************************
Ben J sent in the picture he
coloured in that was on the back
of the Newsletter last week.

Thanks Ben!
You did an
awesome job!

Congratulations to Destiny for her
super effort on the Reading Recovery
program.
Well done Destiny, you tried so hard
and should be proud of yourself!
***********************************************************************************************

You will once again need to access the Scholastic catalogue (Issue 6) online
and order via LOOP as per last issue.
Link to Issue 6:
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/BrowseCatalogue.aspx

NO CASH ORDERS CAN BE
ACCEPTED
ONLINE ORDERS WILL CLOSE
THIS FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER

Name: Jarren Scott Boyd
Family/Pets: Sumo (the crazy dog) and Peanut (the grumpy one)
Hobbies: Playing Legend of Zelda, walking in the forest with my
mask on and having face-time chats with friends and family.
What makes you happy? Dreaming about a trip to the beach
What do you miss most about school? The Rock ‘n’ Roll bell
music
What have you learnt while remote teaching? I’ve learned more
about Google and I think they’ve learned more about me.
Name: Tess
Family/Pets: My family includes my Husband our 4 year old
daughter and a beautiful 5 year old Labrador (Tambo)
Hobbies: Anything in the snow or outside hiking, skiing,
snowboarding, tobogganing. I also love being crafty/creative and
reading.
What makes you happy? The sunshine and having a good laugh.
What do you miss most about school? The students
What have you learnt while remote teaching? How to use Webex.
Name: Jackie
Family/Pets: My kids, Chris (24), Kaitlin (24), Tiffany (20) and Ashleigh (19)
and Staffy pup TJ 
Hobbies: Restoring old furniture, making things out of ‘junk’, gardening and
cooking.
What makes you happy? My kids, the sun rise every morning and the moon rising at night 
What do you miss most about school? The kids popping their heads in the front door to say
hi 
What have you learnt while remote teaching? A school is no place to be
without the laughter and chatter of students…..

Name: Sally
Family: husband Kai and daughter Tess
Pets: cat (Snowflake)
Hobbies: yoga, bushwalking
What makes you happy? peace, health, nature, family, friends
What do you miss most about school? the smiles and laughter of the students
What have you learnt while remote teaching? how to host and participate in WebEx/Google
meets meetings
Name: Damien

(Who I’m told I can look like when I get a bit silly in class!)

Family: Wife Sarah, boys Harrison (8), Archer (5), Marley (2)
Pets: Dog (Tilly), Fish (Fish 1), Chickens (Sparkles, Penguin Ben)
Hobbies: Lawn Bowls, walking (thanks COVID), netball, watching footy and cricket
What makes me happy: Watching the mighty Tigers on TV, my family, opening NBA
basketball card packs, looking at the greenery out the front and back yard
What do I miss most about school: Telling kids off, stealing food out of kids’ lunchboxes,
telling kids they can’t use their computer anymore, having a captive audience for a terrible
joke or story.
What I have learnt about remote learning: that typing enough eventually makes your
fingers sore, that I will probably need to get my eyes tested soon, our wonderful Maccy kids
and community are quite resilient. Well done all!

We put a call out to families to share any ideas, links to websites etc that
our students might like to participate in while Remote Learning. We
thank Jodi Ramadge for sharing some information on Gratitude
Activities that her sons’ Secondary College had passed on to her.
This week’s activity is…..

What has made you Smile this week?
See if you can remember all the things that have made you smile this week.
Write a story or draw a picture about what happened and how you felt.
If your story is about someone you know you can share the story with them so
they know they made you happy.

Send your story/picture to the email address below by
11am next Wednesday morning (9th September).
and we will put it in next week’s Newsletter
jacqueline.mo sk@education.vic.gov.au

The Apricot tree in our little
Maccy PS orchard is in
flower!

A field
of daisies
leading
up to the
Cubby 

