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Learner Profile: 
Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, 

Principled, Open minded, Caring, Risk Takers, 
Balanced and Reflective 

 

 

Dear Parents and Students, 
 

Welcome to week 4 
 

I am sure everyone is enjoying some sunny days (compared to last week’s rain and cold, cold 

days!) and we are very impressed with the way our kids and families are engaging in the remote 

learning space. 
 

We understand that it is challenging at times, and I want to confirm with everyone that we are 

here to support you.  The learning packs each week provide activities and resources to ‘dip’ 

into each week.  
 

From our newsletter (Issue 10) 
 

A reminder that remote learning is not trying to replace the school day – the guidelines from 

Department of Education (DET) and in our Maccy Learning from Home Guide  encourages 

our students to be 
 

Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Principled, 
Open minded, Caring, Risk Takers, Balanced and Reflective 
 

Suggested daily learning guide 
 

Every family is different, and every family has their own routines. It’s up to you and your 

parents how you manage your learning day. The goal is to set up a regular routine, so that 

everyone knows what is going to happen each day. 

 

Our school is using the Department of Education & Training (DET) remote learning 

framework to support remote learning for our students. 

 

Each week we are providing a range of learning activities in numeracy, literacy, inquiry & 

across our specialist teaching areas in music, art and Japanese. We also stress the importance 

of physical activity and making all of this work within each family situation. The DET 

guidelines state 
 

In our earlier posts and via Facebook page I have stressed the importance of family wellbeing 

– if things aren’t working take a break, try something different, choose another time of the day 

etc. Please contact me or your teacher if you have any questions. 

 

All classes are participating in video chats each week – using Webex or Google classrooms. 

Please check with your child’s teacher if you need more information about accessing the video 

chats. 

 



2020 Planner – Semester 2: 
 

We are waiting for information regarding school 

operation beyond Term 2 and we are giving consideration 

to the activities and events, & of course our teaching and 

learning in Terms 3 & 4. 
 

At our last School Council meeting we discussed some of 

the activities / events and shared some ideas e.g. proposed 

School Festival in November. At this stage we are 

wanting to run this event although it may take on a 

different format but a wonderful opportunity for the Maccy community. 
 

It is evident we have postponed / cancelled a number of events and when we do resume a more 

normal school operation we will review our plans. 
 

At this stage:- 
 

Our school concert is cancelled – this was a difficult decision but we simply won’t have the 

time at school to prepare for this event.  Mr Boyd will develop and plan for a school based 

event later in the year. 
 

We are looking to reschedule other events e.g. school camp for Level 5/6, School photos 

(planned for October 26th), enterprise market etc. 
 

I will keep everyone informed as we develop our new planner. 

 

School Council: 
 

 

The next meeting for 2020 is on Thursday 28th May (via Webex) commencing at 7.00pm. 
If you would like to know more about School Council or send some information to the meeting 

please contact John. Email chiswell.john.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

Look forward to catching up – School Council meetings are open to any member of our school 

community. 

Casual Vacancy – we have 2 community member vacancies – please contact a school 

council member or me if you are interested.  
 

2020 School Council 
 

      Jodi Ramadge          Emma Nielsen         Simon Doherty 

      Lachlan Collard   Melanie Jessop         Michael Doherty 

      Greg Incoll    Kim Boswell          

                                                       

                                                  DET representatives        

      Andrea Goodey         Rosie Moult         Louise McInnes      Emilya McDonald 

                

                    John Chiswell –Exec Officer      Karen Donders – Minute Secretary 

mailto:chiswell.john.j@edumail.vic.gov.au


 
Next week is COOKING WEEK 
(yum!)– share your recipes with 
classmates and the school.  
 

 

 

 

Kind regards & have a great week! 

 

John Chiswell 

Principal   

 

Macclesfield aims to create an inspiring teaching and learning 

community, where we endeavour to nurture curiosity and bestow a life-

long love of learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

We know how much many of you love to buy books from Scholastic Book Club.  

GREAT NEWS! Scholastic has published a virtual catalogue for Issue 3 for you to purchase 

from.  

ORDERS MUST BE MADE ONLINE BY THIS FRIDAY, 8TH MAY 
(Apologies for the late notice, information was a little slow getting to us) 

 

If you are already a member of Scholastic LOOP, you would have received an email with the 

catalogue attached. If not, the link below will take you to the catalogue and you can place 

your orders via the LOOP system (Instructions for LOOP are also below ).  

Books will be delivered to the school and we will organise safe, social distancing pick up 

when they arrive   

LINK TO ISSUE 3 CATALOGUE: https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5587/aus_issue_3b.pdf 
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During our Unit of Inquiry this term based on the Transdisciplinary Theme of Sharing the 
Planet, Prep L have been investigating Living and Non-living things. The children conducted 
a science experiment by putting celery in coloured water. They wrote observations about 
what happened and made some conclusions about whether or not they thought the celery 
was still living or not. We hope you enjoy looking at some of their results! 
 

Taran worked out that a plant has special tubes to suck water from the 
soil all the way to the leaves! We did some research and Taran 
discovered that the tubes that transport water around the plant are 
called Xylem. Taran thinks the celery is dead because the celery has no 
roots and can't take up food, just water. It won't grow anymore. And it's 
like when you have flowers in a vase, they stay alive for a little while but 
they don't last forever because they need more than just water. 
 

 
 
 
Cruze wrote:  
I put the celery into a glass of water and blue food dye. When I woke up in the 
morning the leaves of the celery were blue. I think the celery is living. The leaves 
turned blue because it was soaking up the water and the blue food dye.  
Cruze said he could still see some green on it and it was in water so it’s still alive not 
brown yet!  
 

 
Archer wrote:  
What happened to the celery?      
The dye went up the celery.  
 
 

 
Jayden wrote:  
The leaves changed to 
blue. 
                                                              Mitchell wrote:   
                                            The dye went up into the celery. 
 
                                                                                   
 

 
My Celery Experiment by Sadie  
Results: The celery changed colours. There is 
red and blue and green on it. 
Conclusion: The celery drinks up all the 
coloured water up and makes it change 
  

 



So is or isn’t the celery alive?                                                              

Finding out - let’s answer the question! 
 

If the celery still needs/’drinks’ water then this is one of the criteria for it to be 
living. Even though it is out of the ground it can still be classified as living. It 
would still be undergoing transpiration and its cells will be alive. A small amount 
of water taken up by the plant is used for growth and metabolism. The rest 
evaporates from the leaves, stems and flowers. 
 
Here is an excerpt from a scientific article to explain further: 
 

‘As long as the vegetable/fruit is fresh looking - i.e. the cells have not disintegrated - 
they will be respiring, many cells will be functioning quite normally, and the plant is 
still technically alive. In cases where the part of the plant we treat as a vegetable is a 
part intended for reproduction (e.g. a seed, or a tuber like a potato) the plant will 
keep growing. 

The point at which the plant dies is not clearly defined like it is in animals, but 
generally if you can still eat it, it's still alive. 

Death in plants is quite different from that in animals - we refer to it as senescence. 
The key difference is that it happens to tissues and organs which can die and 
separate from the organism. Individual leaves can die without the plant's health 
being affected. Once this has happened to all the parts, the organism is considered 
dead, but if there is any respiring tissue left, it's still alive.’ 

So … the fruit and vegetables that we eat are alive! 
 
It has been wonderful to witness families engage in the enquiry cycle together, 
investigate further and make conclusions from evidence that they have 
gathered.  
  
Well done to all of our inquiring Foundation students and families! 
 
Enjoy your fresh fruit and vegies!  
 
  Louise  
 
 
 



Leo shared some photos of what he created 
during CONSTRUCTION WEEK. Leo made a 
‘spearman’s shield’ that doubles up as a back 

pack, and a bow and 
arrow. He used a 
cordless drill and added 
sheep’s skin all by 
himself!  
He also made a den and 
wire electrics with a light 
and radio.  

 
Way to go Leo! 

Awesome creations!! 

 

If you would like to share your cooking creations in next week’s Newsletter, feel free to 

email them to :mosk.jacqueline.l@edumail.vic.gov.au  by 11am next Wednesday morning 

(13th May). 
 

Here’s a little biscuit recipe I thought you might like to try that I used to bake for my kids. Use your 

imagination with flavourings and toppings, I have made a few suggestions….amaze me with your flavours!  
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